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DoD TBI, Psychological Health Agency Transitions to DHA

SILVER SPRING, Maryland — The Defense Department organization responsible for advancing excellence
in psychological health and traumatic brain injury prevention and care in the Military Health System
(MHS) transitioned Feb. 7, 2016, to the Defense Health Agency (DHA) from the U.S. Army Medical
Research and Materiel Command. The transfer of the Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological
Health and Traumatic Brain Injury (DCoE) includes a headquarters and three component centers —
Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center, Deployment Health Clinical Center and National Center for
Telehealth and Technology.

“The transition of DCoE into DHA strengthens our ability to leverage DCoE’s resources and expertise in
support of the service medical departments and the combatant commands,” said Vice Adm. Raquel
Bono, DHA Director. “The integration of DCoE with our other, enterprise support activities, enhances our
operational support across the DHA — particularly in the areas of education and training, research and
development, pharmacy operations, warrior care, the TRICARE health plan and the associated
development of clinical best practices for both military and private sector providers.”

DCoE aligns with DHA's Healthcare Operations Directorate, under the leadership of Army Maj. Gen.
Richard Thomas. This component of DHA is responsible for a broad portfolio of programs encompassing
clinical care, TRICARE, wounded warrior care, pharmacy, public health and readiness, serving 9.4 million
service members, their families and other beneficiaries.

“Delivering quality medical care to our men and women in uniform who become ill or injured is our
reason for existing,” said DCoE’s director, Navy Captain Mike Colston. “Today's military medicine is more
integrated, more consistent, has more portals to access care, and is resourced optimally to prevent and
treat psychological health conditions and traumatic brain injuries.”

DCoE is a logical addition to the DHA. Colston said DCoE uniquely contributes to DHA’s mission to
support the medical readiness of the force around the world — by managing the DoD Suicide Event
Report database and associated research studies; leading program evaluation and improvement
initiatives; managing the DoD TBI Pathway of Care; managing the InTransition program providing
continuity of mental health care between DoD and Department of Veterans Affairs; and creating clinical
recommendations to improve prevention and care of psychological health conditions and traumatic
brain injuries.

- more -



“As a medical center of excellence, DCoE takes a collaborative and comprehensive approach to
psychological health and TBI care,” Colston said. “We foster interdisciplinary dialogue between
researchers, clinicians and educators to advance the state of the science, identify knowledge gaps, and
rapidly disseminate state of the art treatments. Simultaneously, DCoE has raised the awareness and
importance of psychological health and TBI care to millions through websites, social media, webinars,
mobile apps, educational products, and registries, to name a few.”

To learn more about DCoE, visit the agency’s website at dcoe.mil.
Side Bar: DCoE — A Brief History

Aug. 31, 2007 — A National Center of Excellence for traumatic brain injury (TBI) and posttraumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) is directed by the Secretaries of Defense and Veterans Affairs’ Wounded, Ill, and Injured
Senior Oversight Committee.

Jan. 28, 2008 — President George W. Bush signs the National Defense Authorization Act which directed
the establishment of a center for PTSD and a center for TBI. Shortly thereafter, DCoE begins work to
address critical mission requirements stemming from the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Nov. 2008 — DCoE is aligned with the TRICARE Management Activity (TMA).
Sep. 11, 2012 - Secretary of Defense awarded DCoE with the Joint Meritorious Unit Award.

Jan. 2, 2013 - Deputy Secretary of Defense designated the Secretary of the Army as the DoD Executive
Agency for DCoE. The transfer included three component centers under the DCoE headquarters:
Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center, Deployment Health Clinical Center and National Center for
Telehealth and Technology.

Feb. 7, 2016 — DCoE is aligned with the Defense Health Agency, Healthcare Operations Directorate.

About DCoE

The mission of the Defense Centers of Excellence for Psychological Health and Traumatic Brain Injury
(DCoE) is to improve the lives of our nation's service members, veterans and their families by advancing
excellence in psychological health and traumatic brain injury prevention and care. DCoE’s three centers
are: Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center (DVBIC), Deployment Health Clinical Center (DHCC) and
National Center for Telehealth and Technology (T2). Learn more about DCoE at dcoe.mil.
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